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Worship Folder 

Fourteenth Sunday 
after Pentecost 



Grace Lutheran Church 
September 5-6, 2020 

 

GATHERING 
 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

WELCOME  

 

PRELUDE 
 

(All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.) 
 

(the assembly stands as you are able) 
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us  and  
 all of creation. 
C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P: Faithful God, 
C: have mercy on us.  We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 

ourselves. We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass 
judgment on one another before examining ourselves. We place our own needs 
before those of our neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. Make 
us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in you 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

P: God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and  
resurrection, Christ has made us his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: Our 
sins are forgiven in the name of + Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy Spirit, live in 
freedom and newness to do God’s work in the world.   

C: Amen. 
 

(the assembly may be seated) 
 

GATHERING HYMN            “Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven”  
 

 
 
 
 
 



(the assembly stands as you are able) 
 

GREETING 

P: The steadfast love of God, the life of Jesus Christ, and the growth of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all.  

C: And also with you.  
 

KYRIE  
P: Lord have mercy  

C: Christ have mercy  

P: Lord have mercy 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY Unison 
O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. 
Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is 
harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

(the assembly may be seated) 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
(Response after first and second reading) 

 

L: Word of God, word of life. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Ezekiel 33:7-11 
 

God appointed Ezekiel as a sentinel for the house of Israel. Ezekiel must faithfully 
convey God’s warnings to the people. Remarkably, God—who is about to attack 
Jerusalem—gives a warning with the hope that repentance will make the attack 
unnecessary. 
 

7So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a 
word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If I say to the wicked, 
“O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn 
from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at 
your hand. 9But if you warn the wicked to turn from their ways, and they do not turn 
from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life.   
10Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: “Our transgressions 
and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we 
live?” 11Say to them, As I live, says the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the 
wicked, but that the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from 
your evil ways; for why will you die, O house of Israel? 

 



Psalm 119:33-40 
  
I desire the path of your commandments. (Ps. 119:35) 
 
33Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes, 
  and I shall keep it to the end. 
  
34Give me understanding, and I shall keep your teaching; 
  I shall keep it with all my heart. 
 
35Lead me in the path of your commandments, 
  for that is my desire. 
 
36Incline my heart to your decrees 
  and not to unjust gain.  
 
37Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood; 
  give me life in your way. 
 
38Fulfill your promise to your servant, 
  which is for those who fear you. 
 
39Turn away the reproach that I dread, 
  because your judgments are good. 
 
40Behold, I long for |our commandments; 
  by your righteousness enliven me.  

 

Romans 13:8-14 
 
 

The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the heart and goal 
of the law. Clothes make the person as we “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” and live 
today in light of the future God has in store for us. 

 
8Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has 
fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall 
not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet”; and any other commandment, 
are summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no 
wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. 11Besides this, you 
know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For 
salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is far gone, 
the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of 
light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in 
debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

 

 
 
 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

(the assembly stands as you are able) 

Alleluia. In Christ, God was reconciling the world to himself, entrusting the 
message of reconciliation to us. Alleluia.   
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. 
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Matthew 18:15-20 
 

Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how individuals—and the church as 
a whole—should go about restoring relationships when one member has sinned 
against another. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If another member of the church sins against you, go 
and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, 
you have regained that one. 16But if you are not listened to, take one or two others 
along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or 
three witnesses. 17If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if 
the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile 
and a tax collector. 18Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19Again, truly I 
tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you 
by my Father in heaven. 20For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am 
there among them.” 

 

P:  The Gospel of Our Lord. 
C: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

(the assembly may be seated) 

 

HOMILY 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY “As We Gather at Your Table”  
 

(the assembly stands as you are able) 
 

APOSTLE'S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord, 

   who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

   suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 

   He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again; 

   He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

   He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

   the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

   the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 



INTERCESSORY PRAYERS 
 (Response after each petition) 

P: Let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 
 

(the assembly may be seated) 
 

OFFERTORY MUSIC   

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
(the assembly stands, as you are able, as the gifts are brought forward)  

 

P: Let us pray...Blessed are you, O God, 
C: maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. 

Prepare us for your earthly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, 
and send us forth to set tables in the midst of a suffering world, through the 
bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Christ. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P: It is indeed our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise…(concluding)…we praise your name and join their unending hymn:                                          
 

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna.  Hosanna.  Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER/WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

...we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

C: Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 
 

...in your church without end.   
 

C: Amen. 
 

 



LORD’S PRAYER 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, 
   forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

(All who desire to receive Christ’s presence are invited to participate in the Eucharist) 
 

 

C: Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
 

(the assembly may be seated) 
 

REFLECTION MUSIC 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
(the assembly stands, as you are able) 
 

P: Let us pray...We give you thanks, gracious God, 
C: that you have once again fed us with food beyond compare, the body and blood 

of Christ. Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven, into your beloved 
vineyard to wipe away the tears of all who hunger and thirst, guided by the 
example of the same Jesus Christ and led by the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 

SENDING 
BLESSING 

P: Mothering God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the way 

of truth and life. 

C: Amen. 
 

(the assembly may be seated) 
 

SENDING HYMN           “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

(the assembly stands, as you are able) 
 

DISMISSAL 

P: Go in peace.  Remember the poor. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 



PRAYERS 

Charlotte Werth, Hannelore Duenkel & Family (Charlotte Werth’s niece), Dorothy 
Hansen, Alecia Lewis, Jan Charter, Don Furze, Larry Nelson, Marge Weber, Vicki 
Piontkowski, Michele Amelotte, Bethany Popour, Joanne Nicholls, Gordon Hansen, 
Deb Nitchman’s Family, Kay Zinsli, Diane Prevost, Tammy Furze, Harold Kissau, Jim 
Malaski, Emma Nelson, Bishop Craig Satterlee, Genie Diamond, Ann, Eric Steinke, 
Laura Bleau, Hazel Werblow, Sharon Anderson, Laura Hyatt (Kristin Rich’s partner), 
Rob VanCleave, Donna Schafer, Becky, Jodi Kennedy Dinnan, Stephanie Bradford, 
Charlotte Barnard, Jamie Shipman, Barb Agius, Betty Kelly, Maria Shelton, Emily 
Cross, Liz, Lucas David, David Delano (David’s Dad), Edna Delano, Joseph Hansen, 
Scott Coddington, and Cody Gustin.   

 
PRAYER CONCERNS 
Prayer concerns received by the church office by Tuesday each week will be included in 
the coming weekends bulletin. Please do have the person's permission for inclusion and 
realize it is published online, so more than our congregation will know about it. 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS 
In honor of Tuffy & Bonnie Cross’ 48th wedding anniversary, September 2nd. 
 
IN OUR PRAYERS 
In observance of our covenant with the LARCC (Lutheran, Anglican, Roman Catholic 
and Congregational UCC) parishes of Alpena, we pray each week for a specific ministry 
of one of the 5 LARCC parishes.  This weekend we pray for the Intergenerational 
Messy Church at Trinity Episcopal Church.  We also pray for this week’s Synod Prayer 
Partner:  Peace Lutheran Church, South Haven. 
 
SOCIAL - PHYSICAL DISTANCING IN WORSHIP SERVICES - 
A REMINDER  
The social - physical distancing we set up in the sanctuary are for people to be in the 
center of the center pews and along the wall in the side pews. The tape on the pews 
marks a place to sit, with your back against the tape. Seated like this allows people to 
pass up and down the aisles and be about 6 feet from anyone in a pew. Thank you for 
observing this and caring for others with your actions. As we continue to endure this 
pandemic and try to stay safe, I know we want everyone to be as comfortable as possible 
in worship. THANK YOU. PASTOR TOM.  
 
LITTLE FOOD PANTRY – WOULD YOU LIKE TO HELP??? 
People are needed for stocking the shelves and keeping supplies on hand. If you are 
interested in learning more, contact Mary Lappan at 255-7511. 
 



ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
How has Your Faith Changed during the Pandemic? 
What possibilities has it presented for churches going forward? 
Adult Christian Education for Sunday  
How has your faith been affected during these months of the coronavirus pandemic? 
What have you learned about your faith during this time? What have been the 
difficulties? And what possibilities have been presented for your faith? And for 
churches? We will see you at 11:30 Sunday on Zoom for our online discussion. If you 
didn't get the resource for our discussion or the connection info, please contact Pastor 
Tom.  
 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

The Church Office is open Tuesday-Thursday, from 8 a.m. - noon.   We ask that you 
please wear a mask when in the building.  Please log in on the sheets as you enter the 
Office Lobby.  Please also log out as you exit the building, noting the areas of the 
building that you were in. 

 
LITTLE FOOD PANTRY - THANK YOU! 
Thank you for your food donations for Grace's Little Food Pantry.  It is being used and 
we are so happy to help people in this time of need.  Want to mention that we have no 
refrigeration and if your items require it, we just can't accommodate.  We are also 
looking for donated items that are quick and easy.  Things that are going quickly are 
small cereals, apples, oranges and bananas, mac and cheese, small puddings, canned 
beef stew and Ramen Noodles.  --- Blessings, Mary Lappan 
 
21 DAY EQUITY CHALLENGE FROM UNITED WAY  
Our Joe Gentry as the Executive Director of United Way of Northeast Michigan is 
bringing the 21 Day Equity Challenge to the community and area.  
 

The Challenge is: you (along with your friends, family, fellow workers and neighbors in 
Northeast Michigan) commit to deepening your understanding of, and willingness to 
confront racism for twenty-one consecutive days.  
 

Every morning of the Challenge, you’ll receive an email “prompt” with readings, videos 
and/or podcasts. You are encouraged to spend ten to fifteen minutes each day with the 
material. 
 

The Challenge begins on September 8th and runs through September 29th. Register at 
the link below to begin receiving daily prompts on Tuesday, September 8th. 
 

https://www.unitedwaynemi.org/register-21-day-equity-challenge 
 
 
 



GENERAL FUND GIVING 
 

 Average needed each week to meet budget  $ 4,415.00  
  

  

 Weekly giving - August 30 4,171.00 

 

This week we received:   
23 envelopes and 1 new Give+ payments made from our website 

CHRIST IN OUR HOMES  
Devotionals for the next quarter of July - September are available in the office lobby. If 
you are not venturing out yet, phone the office and a copy will be mailed to you.  
 

DO YOU NEED A FACE MASK?  

Several church members have been making some for the hospital and are willing to 
make some for church members. Please call the office and let us know if you would like 
one. We will get one to you.  
 





GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH              119 W. Dunbar St., Alpena, MI  49707 
Church Office Hours:  Monday - Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

Phone:  Office  354-2640           Pastor’s Home   356-8729        Pastor’s Cell  Phone   916-8759 
Pastor:  Rev. Thomas W. Orth     ~     Web Site:  www.gracelutheran-alpena.org      

E-mail:  pastor@gracelutheran-alpena.org                                      officemanager@gracelutheran-alpena.org 
                          
                         Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/gracelutheranalpena 


