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Worship Folder 

Thirteenth Sunday 
after Pentecost 



Grace Lutheran Church 
August 29-30, 2020 

 

GATHERING 
 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

WELCOME  

 

PRELUDE 
 

(All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.) 
 

(the assembly stands as you are able) 
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose 
faithfulness endures from generation to generation.   

C: Amen. 
 

P: Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P: Reconciling God, 
C: we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence in 

our lives.  We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts.  We fail 
to believe that you provide  enough for all.  We abuse your good creation for 
our own benefit.  We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have 
welcomed us.  We sin in thought, word, and deed.  By your grace, forgive us; 
through your love, renew us; and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live 
and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 

 

P: Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God 
through + Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace.  Our sins 
are forgiven.  Let us live now in hope.  For hope does not disappoint, because God’s 
love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

(the assembly may be seated) 
 

 

 

 

 

 



GATHERING HYMN            “Spirit of Gentleness”  
 

Refrain 
 Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, 
 blow through the wilderness calling and free; 
 Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, 
 stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 
 

1 You moved on the waters, you called to the deep, 
 then you coaxed up the mountains from the valleys of sleep; 
 and over the eons you called to each thing: 
 "Awake from your slumbers and rise on your wings."  Refrain 
 

2 You swept through the desert, you stung with the sand, 
 and you goaded your people with a law and a land; 
 and when they were blinded with idols and lies, 
 then you spoke through your prophets to open their eyes.  Refrain 
 

4 You call from tomorrow, you break ancient schemes. 
 From the bondage of sorrow all the captives dream dreams; 
 our women see visions, our men clear their eyes. 
 With bold new decisions your people arise.  Refrain 
 

Words: James K. Manley, © 1978 James K. Manley    
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-708784.  All rights reserved. 

 

(the assembly stands as you are able) 
 

GREETING 

P: The steadfast love of God, the life of Jesus Christ, and the growth of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all.  

C: And also with you.  
 

KYRIE  

P: Lord have mercy  
C: Christ have mercy  

P: Lord have mercy 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY Unison 
O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the sake 

of the world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and 

give us strength to follow your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. Amen. 
 

(the assembly may be seated) 

 
 



WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
(Response after first and second reading) 

 

L: Word of God, word of life. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Jeremiah 15:15-21 
 

Jeremiah’s delight in the word of the Lord is contradicted by the heaviness of God’s 
hand upon him and God’s seeming unfaithfulness. God’s tough love to Jeremiah 
says that if he repents, he will be allowed to continue in his strenuous ministry. 
Jeremiah is strengthened by the simple words, “I am with you.” 

  
15O Lord, you know; remember me and visit me, and bring down retribution for me 
on my persecutors. In your forbearance do not take me away; know that on your 
account I suffer insult. 16Your words were found, and I ate them, and your words 
became to me a joy and the delight of my heart; for I am called by your name, 
O Lord, God of hosts. 17I did not sit in the company of merrymakers, nor did I 
rejoice; under the weight of your hand I sat alone, for you had filled me with 
indignation. 18Why is my pain unceasing, my wound incurable, refusing to be 
healed? Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook, like waters that fail. 19Therefore 
thus says the Lord: If you turn back, I will take you back, and you shall stand before 
me. If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless, you shall serve as my 
mouth. It is they who will turn to you, not you who will turn to them. 20And I will 
make you to this people a fortified wall of bronze; they will fight against you, but 
they shall not prevail over you, for I am with you to save you and deliver you, says 
the Lord. 21I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked, and redeem you from 
the grasp of the ruthless. 
 

Psalm 26:1-8 
  
Your love is before my eyes; I have walked faithfully with you. (Ps. 26:3) 
 
1Give judgment for me, O Lord, for I have lived with integrity; 
  I have trusted in the Lord and have not faltered. 
 

2Test me, O Lord, and try me; 
  examine my heart and my mind. 
 

3For your steadfast love is before my eyes; 
  I have walked faithfully with you. 
 

4I have not sat with the worthless, 
  nor do I consort with the deceitful.  
 



5I have hated the company of evildoers; 
  I will not sit down with the wicked. 
 

6I will wash my hands in innocence, O Lord, 
  that I may go in procession round your altar, 
 

7singing aloud a song of thanksgiving 
  and recounting all your wonderful deeds. 
 

8Lord, I love the house in which you dwell 
  and the place where your glory abides.  

 

Romans 12:9-21 
 

Paul presents benchmarks for faithful relationships with Christians and non-
Christians. Love is the unflagging standard of our behavior. When we encounter 
evil, we do not resort to its tactics but seek to overcome it with good. While 
Christians cannot control the actions and attitudes of others, we seek to live at peace 
with all people. 
 

9Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 10love one another 
with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11Do not lag in zeal, be 
ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere 
in prayer. 13Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 
14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15Rejoice with those 
who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16Live in harmony with one another; do not 
be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17Do 
not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 
18If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19Beloved, 
never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written, 
“Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20No, “if your enemies are hungry, 
feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you 
will heap burning coals on their heads.” 21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome 
evil with good. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

(the assembly stands as you are able) 

Alleluia. May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ enlighten the eyes of our 
hearts, so that we may know the hope to which God has called us. Alleluia.   

 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. 
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Matthew 16:21-28 
 

After Peter confesses that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living God” (16:16), 
Jesus reveals the ultimate purpose of his ministry. These words prove hard to 
accept, even for a disciple whom Jesus has called a “rock.” 
 



21From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus began 
to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the 
hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day 
be raised. 22And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid 
it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” 23But he turned and said to Peter, “Get 
behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind 
not on divine things but on human things.” 24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any 
want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and 
follow me. 25For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose 
their life for my sake will find it. 26For what will it profit them if they gain the whole 
world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life? 27“For the 
Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will 
repay everyone for what has been done. 28Truly I tell you, there are some standing 
here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his 
kingdom.” 

 

P:  The Gospel of Our Lord. 
C: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

(the assembly may be seated) 

 

HOMILY 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY “10,000 Reasons”  
 

Refrain 
 Bless the Lord o my soul, o my soul 
 Worship his holy name 
 Sing like never before, o my soul 
 I’ll worship your holy name 
 

1 The sun comes up it’s a new day dawning 
 It’s time to sing your song again 
 Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me 
 Let me be singing when the evening comes  Refrain 
 

2 You’re rich in love and you’re slow to anger 
 Your name is great and your heart is kind 
 For all your goodness I will keep on singing 
 Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find  Refrain 
 

3 And on that day when my strength is failing 
 The end draws near and my time has come 
 Still my soul will sing your praise unending 
 Ten thousand years and then forevermore  Refrain 
 

Words and Music: Jonas Myrin, Matt Redman, © 2011 Atlas Mountain Songs 
Reprinted with permission under CCLI #11295441.  All rights reserved. 



(the assembly stands as you are able) 
 

APOSTLE'S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord, 

   who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

   suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 

   He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again; 

   He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

   He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

   the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

   the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS 
 (Response after each petition) 

P: Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 
 

(the assembly may be seated) 
 

OFFERTORY MUSIC   

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
(the assembly stands, as you are able, as the gifts are brought forward)  

 

P: Let us pray...God of goodness and growth, 

C: all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens.  Water and 

word, wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace.  Nourish us 

through these gifts,  that we might proclaim your steadfast love in our 

communities and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song.  

Amen. 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Christ. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P: It is indeed our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise…(concluding)…we praise your name and join their unending hymn:                                          



C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna.  Hosanna.  Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER/WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

...we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

C: Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 

...now and forever.   
 

C: Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, 
   forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

(All who desire to receive Christ’s presence are invited to participate in the Eucharist) 
 

 

HYMN            “Lamb of God”  
 

1 Your only Son no sin to hide 
 But you have sent him from your side 
 To walk upon this guilty sod 
 And to become the Lamb of God 
 

Refrain 
 O Lamb of God sweet Lamb of God 
 I love the holy Lamb of God 
 Oh wash me in your precious blood 
 My Jesus Christ the Lamb of God 
 

2 Your gift of love we crucified 
 We laughed and scorned him as he died 
 The humble king we named a fraud 
 And sacrificed the Lamb of God  Refrain 
 

(Continues with Verse 3 on next page) 

 



3 I was so lost I should have died 
 But you have brought me to your side 
 To be led by your staff and rod 
 And to be called a lamb of God  Refrain 
 

Words and Music: Craig Courtney, Twila Paris, © 2002 Beckenhorst Press, Inc. 
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-708784.  All rights reserved. 

 

(the assembly may be seated) 
 

REFLECTION MUSIC 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
(the assembly stands, as you are able) 
 

P: Let us pray...God of the welcome table, 
C: in this meal we have feasted on your goodness and have been united by your 

presence among us.  Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts so that we 
may share your neighborly love with all, through Jesus Christ, the giver of 
abundant life.  Amen. 

 

SENDING 
BLESSING 

P: Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. God, the creator, + Jesus, the 
Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love.   

C: Amen. 
 

(the assembly may be seated) 
 

SENDING HYMN           “Amazing Grace”  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

(the assembly stands, as you are able) 
 

DISMISSAL 

P: Go in peace.  Christ is with you. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PRAYERS 

Dale Schultz, Charlotte Werth, Hannelore Duenkel & Family (Charlotte Werth’s niece), 
Dorothy Hansen, Alecia Lewis, Jan Charter, Don Furze, Larry Nelson, Marge Weber, 
Vicki Piontkowski, Michele Amelotte, Bethany Popour, Joanne Nicholls, Gordon 
Hansen, Deb Nitchman’s Family, Kay Zinsli, Diane Prevost, Tammy Furze, Harold 
Kissau, Jim Malaski, Emma Nelson, Bishop Craig Satterlee, Genie Diamond, Ann, Eric 
Steinke, Laura Bleau, Hazel Werblow, Sharon Anderson, Laura Hyatt (Kristin Rich’s 
partner), Rob VanCleave, Donna Schafer, Becky, Jodi Kennedy Dinnan, Stephanie 
Bradford, Charlotte Barnard, Jamie Shipman, Barb Agius, Betty Kelly, Maria Shelton, 
Emily Cross, Liz, Lucas David, David Delano (David’s Dad), Edna Delano, Joseph 
Hansen, Scott Coddington, and Cody Gustin.   

 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
Prayer concerns received by the church office by Tuesday each week will be included in 
the coming weekends bulletin. Please do have the person's permission for inclusion and 
realize it is published online, so more than our congregation will know about it. 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS 
In memory of Kimberly Ann Moors, given by her Mom, Geraldine Moors 
                                                             and 
In celebration of Jim & Margaret Clemens’ wedding anniversary, August 30th 
 
IN OUR PRAYERS 
In observance of our covenant with the LARCC (Lutheran, Anglican, Roman Catholic 
and Congregational UCC) parishes of Alpena, we pray each week for a specific ministry 
of one of the 5 LARCC parishes.  This weekend we pray for the Ruth Circle at Grace 
Lutheran Church.  We also pray for this week’s Synod Prayer Partners:  Faith Lutheran 
Church, Sidney and the Western North Dakota Synod, ELCA. 
 
SOCIAL - PHYSICAL DISTANCING IN WORSHIP SERVICES - 
A REMINDER  
The social - physical distancing we set up in the sanctuary are for people to be in the 
center of the center pews and along the wall in the side pews. The tape on the pews 
marks a place to sit, with your back against the tape. Seated like this allows people to 
pass up and down the aisles and be about 6 feet from anyone in a pew. Thank you for 
observing this and caring for others with your actions. As we continue to endure this 
pandemic and try to stay safe, I know we want everyone to be as comfortable as 
possible in worship. THANK YOU. PASTOR TOM.  
 
LITTLE FOOD PANTRY – WOULD YOU LIKE TO HELP??? 
People are needed for stocking the shelves and keeping supplies on hand. If you are 
interested in learning more, contact Mary Lappan at 255-7511. 



ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Awe. Awesome 
Awe of God. What does that mean to you? Does awe in your daily life help you 
see God? Or new things? Does it change your thinking? Join us at 11:30 AM 
on Zoom this Sunday as we explore awe in our faith. Any questions on the 
class or Zoom contact Pastor Tom.  
 
LITTLE FOOD PANTRY - THANK YOU! 
Thank you for your food donations for Grace's Little Food Pantry.  It is being 
used and we are so happy to help people in this time of need.  Want to mention 
that we have no refrigeration and if your items require it, we just can't 
accommodate.  We are also looking for donated items that are quick and easy.  
Things that are going quickly are small cereals, apples, oranges and bananas, 
mac and cheese, small puddings, canned beef stew and Ramen Noodles.  --- 
Blessings, Mary Lappan 
 
21 DAY EQUITY CHALLENGE FROM UNITED WAY  
Our Joe Gentry as the Executive Director of United Way of Northeast 
Michigan is bringing the 21 Day Equity Challenge to the community and area.  
 

The Challenge is: you (along with your friends, family, fellow workers and 
neighbors in Northeast Michigan) commit to deepening your understanding of, 
and willingness to confront racism for twenty-one consecutive days.  
 

Every morning of the Challenge, you’ll receive an email “prompt” with 
readings, videos and/or podcasts. You are encouraged to spend ten to fifteen 
minutes each day with the material. 
 

The Challenge begins on September 8th and runs through September 29th. 
Register at the link below to begin receiving daily prompts on Tuesday, 
September 8th. 
 

https://www.unitedwaynemi.org/register-21-day-equity-challenge 
 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

The Church Office is open Tuesday-Thursday, from 8 a.m. - noon.   We ask 
that you please wear a mask when in the building.  Please log in on the sheets 
as you enter the Office Lobby.  Please also log out as you exit the building, 
noting the areas of the building that you were in. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

https://www.unitedwaynemi.org/register-21-day-equity-challenge


GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH              119 W. Dunbar St., Alpena, MI  49707 
Church Office Hours:  Monday - Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

Phone:  Office  354-2640           Pastor’s Home   356-8729        Pastor’s Cell  Phone   916-8759 
Pastor:  Rev. Thomas W. Orth     ~     Web Site:  www.gracelutheran-alpena.org      

E-mail:  pastor@gracelutheran-alpena.org                                      officemanager@gracelutheran-alpena.org 
                          
                         Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/gracelutheranalpena 

GENERAL FUND GIVING 
 

 

 Average needed each week to meet budget  $ 4,415.00  
  

  

 Weekly giving - August 23 2,918.55  

 

This week we received:   
17 envelopes and 2 new Give+ payments made from our website 


