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Worship Folder 

Eighth Sunday 
after Pentecost 



Grace Lutheran Church 
July 25-26, 2020 

 
 

GATHERING 
 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

WELCOME  

 

PRELUDE 
 

(All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.) 
 

(the assembly stands as you are able) 
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose 
faithfulness endures from generation to generation.   

C: Amen. 
 

P: Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P: Reconciling God, 
C: we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence in 

our lives.  We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts.  We fail 
to believe that you provide  enough for all.  We abuse your good creation for 
our own benefit.  We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have 
welcomed us.  We sin in thought, word, and deed.  By your grace, forgive us; 
through your love, renew us; and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live 
and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 

 

P: Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God 
through + Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace.  Our sins 
are forgiven.  Let us live now in hope.  For hope does not disappoint, because God’s 
love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

(the assembly may be seated) 
 

GATHERING HYMN            “God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens”  
 

 
 
 



(the assembly stands as you are able) 
 

GREETING 

P: The steadfast love of God, the life of Jesus Christ, and the growth of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all.  

C: And also with you.  
 

KYRIE  
P: Lord have mercy  

C: Christ have mercy  

P: Lord have mercy 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY Unison 
Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son 
you bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us 
your wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

(the assembly may be seated) 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song. 

 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
(Response after first and second reading) 

 

L: Word of God, word of life. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

1 Kings 3:5-12 
 

Because Solomon did not ask for long life, riches, or the defeat of his enemies, God 
gave him what he asked for: wisdom to govern the people well. 
 

5At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask 
what I should give you.” 6And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast 
love to your servant my father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, 
in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you; and you have kept for him 
this great and steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. 
7And now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father 
David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. 
8And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great 
people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. 9Give your servant 
therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between 
good and evil; for who can govern this your great people?”  10It pleased the Lord that 
Solomon had asked this. 11God said to him, “Because you have asked this, and have 



not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have 
asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 12I now do according to 
your word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been 
before you and no one like you shall arise after you.” 
 

Psalm 119:129-136 
  
When your word is opened, it gives light and understanding. (Ps. 119:130) 

 
129Your decrees are wonderful; 
  therefore I obey them with all my heart. 
130When your word is opened it gives light; 
  it gives understanding to the simple. 
131I open my mouth and pant 
  because I long for your commandments. 
132Turn to me and be gracious to me, 
  as you always do to those who love your name.  
133Order my footsteps in your word; 
  let no iniquity have dominion over me. 
134Rescue me from those who oppress me, 
  and I will keep your commandments. 
135Let your face shine upon your servant 
  and teach me your statutes. 
136My eyes shed streams of tears, 
  because people do not keep your teaching.  

 

Romans 8:26-39 
 

These words celebrate the depth of God’s actions for us. Through Christ’s death for 
us and the activity of the Spirit praying for us, we are fused to God’s love poured out 
in Jesus Christ. Nothing, not even death itself, is able to separate us from such 
incredible divine love. 
 

26The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, 
but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 27And God, who 
searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit 
intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.  28We know that all things 
work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his 
purpose. 29For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the 
image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. 30And 
those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also 
justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified.  31What then are we to say 
about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32He who did not withhold 
his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us 
everything else? 33Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who 
justifies. 34Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, 



who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. 35Who will separate 
us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed 
all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”  37No, in all these things 
we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am convinced that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

(the assembly stands as you are able) 
 

All: Alleluia. Many will come from east and west and will eat in the kingdom of 
heaven. Alleluia.  

 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. 
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
 

Throughout Matthew’s gospel, Jesus and his disciples proclaim the good news that 
“the kingdom of heaven is near!” Here, Jesus offers several brief parables that 
explore the implications of this announcement for people’s lives. 
 

31[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a 
mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field;32it is the smallest of all the 
seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that 
the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”  33He told them another 
parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with 
three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”  44“The kingdom of heaven is 
like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes 
and sells all that he has and buys that field. 45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a 
merchant in search of fine pearls; 46on finding one pearl of great value, he went and 
sold all that he had and bought it.  47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that 
was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; 48when it was full, they drew 
it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. 49So it will 
be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the 
righteous 50and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.  51“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52And 
he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of 
heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new 
and what is old.” 

 

P:  The Gospel of Our Lord. 
C: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

(the assembly may be seated) 



HOMILY 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY  “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”   
 

(the assembly stands as you are able) 
 

APOSTLE'S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord, 

   who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

   suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 

   He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again; 

   He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

   He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

   the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

   the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS 
 (Response after each petition) 

P: Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 
 

(the assembly may be seated) 
 

OFFERTORY MUSIC   

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
(the assembly stands, as you are able, as the gifts are brought forward)  

 

P: Let us pray...God of goodness and growth, 

C: all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens.  Water and 

word, wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace.  Nourish us 

through these gifts,  that we might proclaim your steadfast love in our 

communities and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song.  

Amen. 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Christ. 

 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 



P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P: It is indeed our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise…(concluding)…we praise your name and join their unending hymn:                                          

 

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna.  Hosanna.  Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER/WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

...we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

C: Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 

...now and forever.   
 

C: Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, 
   forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

(All who desire to receive Christ’s presence are invited to participate in the Eucharist) 
 

C: Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
 

(the assembly may be seated) 
 

REFLECTION MUSIC 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
(the assembly stands, as you are able) 
 

P: Let us pray...God of the welcome table, 
C: in this meal we have feasted on your goodness and have been united by your 

presence among us.  Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts so that we 
may share your neighborly love with all, through Jesus Christ, the giver of 
abundant life.  Amen. 



SENDING 
BLESSING 

P: Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. God, the creator, + Jesus, the 
Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love.   

C: Amen. 
 

(the assembly may be seated) 
 

SENDING HYMN           “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”     
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

(the assembly stands, as you are able) 
 

DISMISSAL 

P: Go in peace.  Christ is with you. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PRAYERS 

Alecia Lewis, Jan Charter, Don Furze, Larry Nelson, Marge Weber, Vicki Piontkowski, 
Michele Amelotte, Bethany Popour, Joanne Nicholls, Gordon Hansen, Deb Nitchman’s 
Family, Kay Zinsli, Diane Prevost, Tammy Furze, Harold Kissau, Jim Malaski, Emma 
Nelson, Bishop Craig Satterlee, Laura Bleau, Hazel Werblow, Sharon Anderson, Laura 
Hyatt (Kristin Rich’s partner), Rob VanCleave, Donna Schafer, Becky, Jodi Kennedy 
Dinnan, Stephanie Bradford, Kevin Reiser, Charlotte Barnard, Jamie Shipman, Barb 
Agius, Betty Kelly, Maria Shelton, Emily Cross, Liz, Lucas David, David Delano 
(David’s Dad), Edna Delano, Joseph Hansen, Scott Coddington, and Cody Gustin.  We 
also remember the family of Yvonne Stoll, who passed away July 20th. 
 

Prayer Concerns:  We are still taking prayer concerns to be included in the weekly 
bulletin – now becoming weekly news and announcements and more. Please do 
have the persons permission for inclusion and realize it is published online, so more 
than just our congregation will know about it.  

 
ALTAR FLOWERS 
In celebration of Gary & Kay Grove’s wedding anniversary, August 5th. 
 
IN OUR PRAYERS 
In observance of our covenant with the LARCC (Lutheran, Anglican, Roman Catholic 
and Congregational UCC) parishes of Alpena, we pray each week for a specific ministry 
of one of the 5 LARCC parishes.  This weekend we pray for the Quilting Ministry at 
Grace Lutheran Church. 

 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

The Church Office is open Tuesday-Thursday, from 8 a.m. - noon.   We ask that you 
please wear a mask when in the building.  Please log in on the sheets as you enter the 
Office Lobby.  Please also log out as you exit the building, noting the areas of the 
building that you were in. 

 
CHRIST IN OUR HOMES  
Devotionals for the next quarter of July - September are available in the office lobby. If 
you are not venturing out yet, phone the office and a copy will be mailed to you.  
 

DO YOU NEED A FACE MASK?  

Several church members have been making some for the hospital and are willing to 
make some for church members. Please call the office and let us know if you would like 
one. We will get one to you.  
 

 
 



ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Talking About Race - Adult CE ZOOM at Grace for July 26th at 11:30 am. 
This week we continue looking at the YouTube of a conversation on race. We watch a 
segment in class and respond to what we have heard. You can watch the entire 
YouTube at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xEuI-03Jcc4 
 

With this format, even if you have not been part of the other classes it will be easy to 
join in our conversation. If you didn't get an email with the Zoom connection info please 
call the office.  
 
ZOOM FELLOWSHIP ON THURSDAY AT 7 PM 
We continue meeting with other church members online at 7 PM on Thursday evenings 
using ZOOM. Join us. If you have any questions about using Zoom please call Pastor 
Tom. The connection info will be sent in a separate email.  
 
ONLINE WORSHIP RECORDINGS 
We are now recording the Saturday worship service so that it can be posted online by 
Sunday morning. The recording can be viewed from links in the email sent out, or our 
web page or Facebook as well as the YouTube channel. Please share this change with 
others, family, friends and church members so they know it should be available by 
Sunday morning. We want GOD'S WORD to be out there. The world so needs to know 
of God's love and grace and peace and justice and strength right now. THANKS 
 

 

MISSION TRIP POSTPONED UNTIL 2021 - COLLECTING BOTTLES/CANS 
A special thank you to Grace members and friends who continue to support our 
community mission trips. Due to Covid we canceled all fundraising this spring which 
led us to postpone our trip until June 2021. We are continuing to raise funds over the 
next year with the hope we will be able to have a trip next year. 
 

With that said, we hope you would consider donating your cans/bottles that have been 
accumulating at your home over the last several months to our 2021 mission trip fund. 
You can bring your returnable to Grace starting on June 13. 
 

Thank you, Vicki, Staci & Marsha, Mission Trip Leaders 
 
 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xEuI-03Jcc4


 
GENERAL FUND GIVING 

 

 Average needed each week to meet budget  $ 4,415.00  
  

 Weekly giving - July 19 4,153.67 

 

This week we received:   
15 envelopes and 1 new Give+ payments made from our website 



GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH              119 W. Dunbar St., Alpena, MI  49707 
Church Office Hours:  Monday - Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

Phone:  Office  354-2640           Pastor’s Home   356-8729        Pastor’s Cell  Phone   916-8759 
Pastor:  Rev. Thomas W. Orth     ~     Web Site:  www.gracelutheran-alpena.org      

E-mail:  pastor@gracelutheran-alpena.org                                      officemanager@gracelutheran-alpena.org 
                          
                         Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/gracelutheranalpena 


