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Worship Folder 

Twelfth Sunday 
after Pentecost 



Grace Lutheran Church 
August 22-23, 2020 

 

GATHERING 
 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

WELCOME  

 

PRELUDE 
 

(All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.) 
 

(the assembly stands as you are able) 
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose 
faithfulness endures from generation to generation.   

C: Amen. 
 

P: Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P: Reconciling God, 
C: we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence in 

our lives.  We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts.  We fail 
to believe that you provide  enough for all.  We abuse your good creation for 
our own benefit.  We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have 
welcomed us.  We sin in thought, word, and deed.  By your grace, forgive us; 
through your love, renew us; and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live 
and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 

 

P: Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God 
through + Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace.  Our sins 
are forgiven.  Let us live now in hope.  For hope does not disappoint, because God’s 
love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

(the assembly may be seated) 
 

GATHERING HYMN            “Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now”  
 

 
 
 
 



(the assembly stands as you are able) 
 

GREETING 

P: The steadfast love of God, the life of Jesus Christ, and the growth of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all.  

C: And also with you.  
 

KYRIE  
P: Lord have mercy  

C: Christ have mercy  

P: Lord have mercy 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY Unison 
O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of 
our life. Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that 
we may gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord.  Amen. 

 

(the assembly may be seated) 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
(Response after first and second reading) 

 

L: Word of God, word of life. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Isaiah 51:1-6 
 

Just as God had called Abraham and Sarah and given them many descendants, so 
now God offers comfort to Zion. God’s deliverance will come soon and will never 
end. 

  
1Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, you that seek the Lord.  Look to the 
rock from which you were hewn, and to the quarry from which you were dug.  
2Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah who bore you; for he was but one when I 
called him, but I blessed him and made him many.  3For the Lord will comfort Zion;   
he will comfort all her waste places, and will make her wilderness like Eden, her 
desert like the garden of the Lord; joy and gladness will be found in her, 
thanksgiving and the voice of song.  4Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me, 
my nation; for a teaching will go out from me, and my justice for a light to the 
peoples.  5I will bring near my deliverance swiftly, my salvation has gone out and 
my arms will rule the peoples; the coastlands wait for me, and for my arm they hope.   
6Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look at the earth beneath; for the heavens will 
vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment, and those who live on it 
will die like gnats; but my salvation will be forever, and my deliverance will never 
be ended. 
 

 



Psalm 138 
  
O Lord, your steadfast love endures forever. (Ps. 138:8) 
  
1I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart; 
  before the gods I will sing your praise. 
 

2I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of   
  your steadfast love and faithfulness; 
  for you have glorified your name and your word above all things. 
 
3When I called, you answered me; 
  you increased my strength within me. 
 
4All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O Lord, 
  when they have heard the words of your mouth.  
 
5They will sing of the ways of the Lord, 
  that great is the glory of the Lord. 
 
6The Lord is high, yet cares for the lowly, 
  perceiving the haughty from afar. 
 
7Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; 
  you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right hand  
       shall save me. 
 
8You will make good your purpose for me; 
  O Lord, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works of  
       your hands.  

 

Romans 12:1-8 
 

In response to God’s merciful activity, we are to worship by living holistic, God-
pleasing lives. Our values and viewpoints are not molded by the time in which we 
live but are transformed by the Spirit’s renewing work. God’s grace empowers 
different forms of service among Christians, but all forms of ministry function to 
build up the body of Christ. 
 

1I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 
worship. 2Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing 
of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.  3For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you 
not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober 
judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4For as in 
one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, 
5so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members 
one of another. 6We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: 



prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 
8the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the 
compassionate, in cheerfulness. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

(the assembly stands as you are able) 

Alleluia. You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God. Alleluia.  
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. 
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Matthew 16:13-20 
 

At a climactic point in Jesus’ ministry, God reveals to Peter that Jesus is “the 
Messiah, the Son of the living God,” and Jesus responds with the promise of a 
church that will overcome the very gates of Hades. 
 

13Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 
disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14And they said, “Some say 
John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 
15He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16Simon Peter answered, “You 
are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17And Jesus answered him, “Blessed 
are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but 
my Father in heaven. 18And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build 
my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19I will give you the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20Then he 
sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 

 

P:  The Gospel of Our Lord. 
C: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

(the assembly may be seated) 

 

HOMILY 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Built on a Rock”  
 

(the assembly stands as you are able) 
 

APOSTLE'S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord, 

   who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

   suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 

   He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again; 

   He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

   He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

   the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

   the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS 
 (Response after each petition) 

P: Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 
 

(the assembly may be seated) 
 

OFFERTORY MUSIC   

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
(the assembly stands, as you are able, as the gifts are brought forward)  

 

P: Let us pray...God of goodness and growth, 

C: all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens.  Water and 

word, wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace.  Nourish us 

through these gifts,  that we might proclaim your steadfast love in our 

communities and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song.  

Amen. 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Christ. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P: It is indeed our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise…(concluding)…we praise your name and join their unending hymn:                                          
 

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna.  Hosanna.  Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



EUCHARISTIC PRAYER/WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

...we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

C: Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 

...now and forever.   
 

C: Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, 
   forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

(All who desire to receive Christ’s presence are invited to participate in the Eucharist) 
 

C: Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
 

(the assembly may be seated) 
 

REFLECTION MUSIC 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
(the assembly stands, as you are able) 
 

P: Let us pray...God of the welcome table, 
C: in this meal we have feasted on your goodness and have been united by your 

presence among us.  Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts so that we 
may share your neighborly love with all, through Jesus Christ, the giver of 
abundant life.  Amen. 

 

SENDING 
BLESSING 

P: Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. God, the creator, + Jesus, the 
Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love.   

C: Amen. 
 

(the assembly may be seated) 
 

SENDING HYMN           “Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good”    



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

(the assembly stands, as you are able) 
 

DISMISSAL 

P: Go in peace.  Christ is with you. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
 

 

PRAYERS 

Dale Schultz, Charlotte Werth, Hannelore Duenkel & Family (Charlotte Werth’s niece), 
Dorothy Hansen, Alecia Lewis, Jan Charter, Don Furze, Larry Nelson, Marge Weber, 
Vicki Piontkowski, Michele Amelotte, Bethany Popour, Joanne Nicholls, Gordon 
Hansen, Deb Nitchman’s Family, Kay Zinsli, Diane Prevost, Tammy Furze, Harold 
Kissau, Jim Malaski, Emma Nelson, Bishop Craig Satterlee, Genie Diamond, Ann, Eric 
Steinke, Laura Bleau, Hazel Werblow, Sharon Anderson, Laura Hyatt (Kristin Rich’s 
partner), Rob VanCleave, Donna Schafer, Becky, Jodi Kennedy Dinnan, Stephanie 
Bradford, Charlotte Barnard, Jamie Shipman, Barb Agius, Betty Kelly, Maria Shelton, 
Emily Cross, Liz, Lucas David, David Delano (David’s Dad), Edna Delano, Joseph 
Hansen, Scott Coddington, and Cody Gustin.  We also remember the families of Mike 
and Jim Polluch, who lost their lives in a fire on August 13.    

 

 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
Prayer concerns received by the church office by Tuesday each week will be included in 
the coming weekends bulletin. Please do have the person's permission for inclusion and 
realize it is published online, so more than our congregation will know about it. 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS 
In loving memory of Harris & Virginia Christopherson, given by Sandra 
Christopherson. 
 
IN OUR PRAYERS 
In observance of our covenant with the LARCC (Lutheran, Anglican, Roman Catholic 
and Congregational UCC) parishes of Alpena, we pray each week for a specific ministry 
of one of the 5 LARCC parishes.  This weekend we pray for World Peace - First 
Congregational UCC.  We also pray for this week’s Synod Prayer Partner:  Zion 
Lutheran Church, Saginaw. 
 
LITTLE FOOD PANTRY – WOULD YOU LIKE TO HELP??? 
People are needed for stocking the shelves and keeping supplies on hand. If you are 
interested in learning more, contact Mary Lappan at 255-7511. 



OUTDOOR WORSHIP !!!! 
Join us on August 29 & 30 for an outdoor service across the street next to our parking 
lot. Bring a lawn chair. We will mark out social distancing spacing for seating. We will 
sing accompanied by some guitars. More info to come. Of course we have the 
sanctuary as a back up for rain.  
 
FELLOWSHIP ON SUNDAY MORNINGS AT 10:30 
Watch the worship and then have coffee with church members 
We are trying Fellowship back at the traditional time on Sunday morning. Just a 
different way, Zoom online.  
 

The connection info has been sent out in an email to the entire congregation. Zoom is a 
very easy software to use.  If you have any questions about using Zoom, please contact 
Pastor Tom.  See you then. With your coffee or tea or juice.  And catch up.  
 
ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
"The Beloved Community" video 
We are wrapping up our discussion around "The Beloved Community" YouTube video. 
Each week brings us more discussion on what we have heard. It is very easy to join us 
as we watch the video during class and then talk about that section we saw. Zoom is an 
easy way to connect with people online seeing and hearing them. Join us at 11:30 on 
Sunday mornings. Contact Pastor Tom if you have questions. 
 
21 DAY EQUITY CHALLENGE FROM UNITED WAY  
Our Joe Gentry as the Executive Director of United Way of Northeast Michigan is 
bringing the 21 Day Equity Challenge to the community and area. It is an effort of the 
Michigan Association of United Ways following something done throughout the 
country by a variety of organizations.  
 

The Challenge is simple: you (along with your friends, family, fellow workers and 
neighbors in Northeast Michigan) commit to deepening your understanding of, and 
willingness to confront racism for twenty-one consecutive days. The Challenge will 
raise your awareness, change your understanding, and shift the way you behave. 
 

During every morning of the Challenge, you’ll receive an email “prompt” with readings, 
videos and/or podcasts. You are encouraged to take about ten to fifteen minutes each 
day with the material and prompt. 
 

The Challenge begins on September 8th and runs through September 29th. Register at 
the link below to begin receiving daily prompts on Tuesday, September 8th. 
 

https://www.unitedwaynemi.org/register-21-day-equity-challenge 
 
 

 

https://www.unitedwaynemi.org/register-21-day-equity-challenge


GENERAL FUND GIVING 
 

  

 Average needed each week to meet budget  $ 4,415.00  
  

  

 Weekly giving - August 16 4,042.66 

 

This week we received:   
23 envelopes and 3 new Give+ payments made from our website 

ONLINE WORSHIP RECORDINGS 

We are now recording the Saturday worship service so that it can be posted online by 
Sunday morning. The recording can be viewed from links in the email sent out, or our 
web page or Facebook as well as the YouTube channel. Please share this change with 
others, family, friends and church members so they know it should be available by 
Sunday morning. We want GOD'S WORD to be out there. The world so needs to know 
of God's love and grace and peace and justice and strength right now. THANKS 
 
CHRIST IN OUR HOMES  
Devotionals for the next quarter of July - September are available in the office lobby. If 
you are not venturing out yet, phone the office and a copy will be mailed to you.  
 

DO YOU NEED A FACE MASK?  

Several church members have been making some for the hospital and are willing to 
make some for church members. Please call the office and let us know if you would like 
one. We will get one to you.  

 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

The Church Office is open Tuesday-Thursday, from 8 a.m. - noon.   We ask that you 
please wear a mask when in the building.  Please log in on the sheets as you enter the 
Office Lobby.  Please also log out as you exit the building, noting the areas of the 
building that you were in. 





GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH              119 W. Dunbar St., Alpena, MI  49707 
Church Office Hours:  Monday - Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

Phone:  Office  354-2640           Pastor’s Home   356-8729        Pastor’s Cell  Phone   916-8759 
Pastor:  Rev. Thomas W. Orth     ~     Web Site:  www.gracelutheran-alpena.org      

E-mail:  pastor@gracelutheran-alpena.org                                      officemanager@gracelutheran-alpena.org 
                          
                         Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/gracelutheranalpena 


