
IN OUR PRAYERS 
In observance of our covenant with the LARCC 
(Lutheran, Anglican, Roman Catholic and 
Congregational UCC) parishes of Alpena, we 
pray each week for a specific ministry of one of 
the 5 LARCC parishes.  This weekend we pray 
for Youth and Family Ministry at St. Paul 
Lutheran Church. 

 
 
 

PRAYERS  
Vicki Piontkowski, Kay Grove, Michele 
Amelotte, Bethany Popour, Gerald Lancaster, 
Joanne Nicholls, Gordon Hansen, Deb 
Nitchman’s Family, Kay Zinsli, Diane Prevost, 
Tammy Furze, Julie Troy, Harold Kissau, Jim 
Malaski, Karen & Walter Spigelmyre, Emma 
Nelson, Bishop Craig Satterlee, Rob 
VanCleave, Donna Schafer, David Schaedig, 
Becky, Jodi Kennedy Dinnan, Stephanie 
Bradford, Kevin Reiser, Karlene Trump, 
Charlotte Barnard, Jamie Shipman, Bill Estlack, 
Nick Wittman, Barb Agius, Betty Kelly, Maria 
Shelton, Emily Cross, Liz, Lucas David, Edna 
Delano, Yvonne Stoll, Joseph Hansen, Scott 
Coddington, Cody Gustin.   

PASTY SALE FUNDRAISER UPDATE 
Order pick up has been postponed until April 
4 and 5 (after both Saturday and Sunday 
worship services).   

 
LITTLE FOOD PANTRY NEEDS 

The Little Food Pantry could use donations of:  
Juice (small bottles or boxes), peanut butter, 
canned potatoes, Ramen noodles, soup (not 
tomato). 

 

 
HAPPENING THIS WEEK! 

 
  Sunday - 22nd  

     NO Worship Today  
   9:00 a.m. Kitchen Reserved 
      
Monday - 23rd 
   7:00 a.m. Kitchen Reserved 
 
Wednesday - 25th NO Worship Tonight 
          
Thursday - 26th 
   5:00 p.m. Sanctuary Reserved 
    
Friday - 27th 
   11:30 a.m. - 
   2:30 p.m. NorthStar Ark - Lounge/ 
     Kitchen 
  
Saturday - 28th 
     NO Worship Today 

    

Grace Lutheran’s Purpose Statement 
 

“We share God’s love by welcoming all and 
making a Christ-like difference in our community and world.” 

 FOURTH WEEKEND IN LENT      
March 21 - March 22 

 

GENERAL FUND GIVING 
 

Average needed each week 
to meet budget $ 4,415.00 
 
 

Weekly giving - Mar 14/15 $4,007.67  



FIRST READING           1 Samuel 16:1-13 
1
The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will 

you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him 
from being king over Israel. Fill your horn 
with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse 
the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for 
myself a king among his sons.” 

2
Samuel 

said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he 
will kill me.” And the Lord said, “Take a 
heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to 
sacrifice to the Lord.’ 

3
Invite Jesse to the 

sacrifice, and I will show you what you 
shall do; and you shall anoint for me the 
one whom I name to you.” 

4
Samuel did 

what the Lord commanded, and came to 
Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to 
meet him trembling, and said, “Do you 
come peaceably?” 

5
He said, “Peaceably; I 

have come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify 
yourselves and come with me to the 
sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his 
sons and invited them to the sacrifice.  
6
When they came, he looked on Eliab and 

thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is now 
before the Lord.” 

7
But the Lord said to 

Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or 
on the height of his stature, because I have 
rejected him; for the Lord does not see as 
mortals see; they look on the outward 
appearance, but the Lord looks on the 
heart.” 

8
Then Jesse called Abinadab, and 

made him pass before Samuel. He said, 
“Neither has the Lord chosen this 
one.” 

9
Then Jesse made Shammah pass 

by. And he said, “Neither has 
the Lord chosen this one.” 

10
Jesse made 

seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and 
Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not 
chosen any of these.” 

11
Samuel said to 

Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he 

said, “There remains yet the youngest, but 
he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said 
to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will 
not sit down until he comes here.” 

12
He sent 

and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and 
had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. 
The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; for this 
is the one.” 

13
Then Samuel took the horn of 

oil, and anointed him in the presence of his 
brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came 
mightily upon David from that day forward. 
Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.  
 
PSALM 23           (Psalms begin page 339) 
 

SECOND READING      Ephesians 5:8-14 
8
Once you were darkness, but now in the 

Lord you are light. Live as children of light—
9
for the fruit of the light is found in all that is 

good and right and true. 
10

Try to find out 
what is pleasing to the Lord. 

11
Take no part 

in the unfruitful works of darkness, but 
instead expose them. 

12
For it is shameful 

even to mention what such people do 
secretly; 

13
but everything exposed by the 

light becomes visible, 
14

for everything that 
becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,  
“Sleeper, awake!  Rise from the dead, and 
Christ will shine on you.”  
 
GOSPEL                                  John 9:1-41 
1
As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man 

blind from birth. 
2
His disciples asked him, 

“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, 
that he was born blind?” 

3
Jesus answered, 

“Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he 
was born blind so that God’s works might be 
revealed in him. 

4
We must work the works of 

him who sent me while it is day; night is 
coming when no one can work. 

5
As long as I 



am in the world, I am the light of the 
world.” 

6
When he had said this, he spat on 

the ground and made mud with the saliva 
and spread the mud on the man’s 
eyes, 

7
saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool 

of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he 
went and washed and came back able to 
see. 

8
The neighbors and those who had 

seen him before as a beggar began to ask, 
“Is this not the man who used to sit and 
beg?” 

9
Some were saying, “It is he.” Others 

were saying, “No, but it is someone like 
him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 

10
But 

they kept asking him, “Then how were your 
eyes opened?” 

11
He answered, “The man 

called Jesus made mud, spread it on my 
eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and 
wash.’ Then I went and washed and 
received my sight.” 

12
They said to him, 

“Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.”  
13

They brought to the Pharisees the man 
who had formerly been blind. 

14
Now it was 

a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud 
and opened his eyes. 

15
Then the Pharisees 

also began to ask him how he had received 
his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on 
my eyes. Then I washed, and now I 
see.” 

16
Some of the Pharisees said, “This 

man is not from God, for he does not 
observe the sabbath.” But others said, 
“How can a man who is a sinner perform 
such signs?” And they were divided. 

17
So 

they said again to the blind man, “What do 
you say about him? It was your eyes he 
opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 

18
The 

Jews did not believe that he had been blind 
and had received his sight until they called 
the parents of the man who had received 
his sight 

19
and asked them, “Is this your 

son, who you say was born blind? How 

then does he now see?” 
20

His parents 
answered, “We know that this is our son, 
and that he was born blind; 

21
but we do not 

know how it is that now he sees, nor do we 
know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is 
of age. He will speak for himself.” 

22
His 

parents said this because they were afraid 
of the Jews; for the Jews had already 
agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus 
to be the Messiah would be put out of the 
synagogue. 

23
Therefore his parents said, 

“He is of age; ask him.”  
24

So for the 
second time they called the man who had 
been blind, and they said to him, “Give 
glory to God! We know that this man is a 
sinner.” 

25
He answered, “I do not know 

whether he is a sinner. One thing I do 
know, that though I was blind, now I 
see.” 

26
They said to him, “What did he do to 

you? How did he open your eyes?” 
27

He 
answered them, “I have told you already, 
and you would not listen. Why do you want 
to hear it again? Do you also want to 
become his disciples?” 

28
Then they reviled 

him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we 
are disciples of Moses. 

29
We know that 

God has spoken to Moses, but as for this 
man, we do not know where he comes 
from.” 

30
The man answered, “Here is an 

astonishing thing! You do not know where 
he comes from, and yet he opened my 
eyes. 

31
We know that God does not listen 

to sinners, but he does listen to one who 
worships him and obeys his will. 

32
Never 

since the world began has it been heard 
that anyone opened the eyes of a person 
born blind. 

33
If this man were not from God, 

he could do nothing.” 
34

They answered 
him, “You were born entirely in sins, and 
are you trying to teach us?” And they drove 



him out.  
35

Jesus heard that they had 
driven him out, and when he found him, he 
said, “Do you believe in the Son of 
Man?” 

36
He answered, “And who is he, 

sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.”  
37

Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, 
and the one speaking with you is he.” 

38
He 

said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped 
him. 

39
Jesus said, “I came into this world 

for judgment so that those who do not see 
may see, and those who do see may 
become blind.” 

40
Some of the Pharisees 

near him heard this and said to him, 
“Surely we are not blind, are we?” 

41
Jesus 

said to them, “If you were blind, you would 
not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We 
see,’ your sin remains.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you would like to be included in 
our email communications, rather 
than US Mail, please let the office 
know.  (989.354.2640 or 
officemanager@gracelutheran-
alpena.org) 
 
Please also update the office with 
any new phone numbers/email 
addresses so we may stay in 
contact with our members. 

GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH              119 W. Dunbar St., Alpena, MI  49707 
Church Office Hours:  Monday - Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

Phone:  Office  354-2640           Pastor’s Home   356-8729        Pastor’s Cell  Phone   916-8759 
Pastor:  Rev. Thomas W. Orth     ~     Web Site:  www.gracelutheran-alpena.org      

E-mail:  pastor@gracelutheran-alpena.org                                      officemanager@gracelutheran-alpena.org 
                          
                         Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/gracelutheranalpena 


